[image: image1.jpg]' Unlver51ty
of Glasgow



[image: image2.png]Medical
Research

MRC | ceim”




News Release
GENDER DIVIDE IN ALCOHOL-RELATED DEATHS PERSISTS
Study reveals national “alcohol death map”
A study by the Medical Research Council (MRC) and the University of Glasgow has found that more than twice as many men die every year in Scotland from alcohol misuse than women.

The findings reveal that men’s death rate from alcohol is 38 deaths per 100,000, while women’s rate is 16 per 100,000. On average, the study found that 999 Scottish men and 448 women die from alcohol-related causes each year.

The report also found that death rates within Scotland vary considerably. Most alcohol-related deaths occur in the Greater Glasgow area, though the authors identified areas with high rates in all regions of the country. However, researchers say the findings go against the prevailing public perception that alcohol abuse is more prevalent among young women. 
Study author Dr Carol Emslie of the MRC Social and Public Health Sciences Unit said: “Despite the media focus on young women’s drinking, our study shows that alcohol kills far more men than women in Scotland.” 

Dr Richard Mitchell, of the University of Glasgow’s Public Health department added: “Scotland is facing a huge public health problem which will require strong and radical action by the Scottish government. It is interesting that the areas in which alcohol-related deaths are a particular problem are largely the same for men and women.

The study comes as the Scottish Government prepares to publish its new strategic approach to tacking alcohol misuse, which was put out to consultation last year. Scotland has one of the highest rates of mortality due to cirrhosis of the liver in Western Europe. 

For further details of the study, see http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/9/58.

Additional information: Age-standardised alcohol-related mortality rates in Scotland per 100,000 population, by gender (2000-2005)

“Top 25 areas” 

	Sorted by rates for men
	
	Sorted by rates for women

	SCOTLAND
	38.0
	15.5
	
	SCOTLAND
	38.0
	15.5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Area Name
	Men
	Women
	
	Area Name
	Men
	Women

	Glasgow Ibrox
	176.0
	58.9
	
	Glasgow Ibrox
	176.0
	58.9

	Glasgow Calton
	166.1
	40.0
	
	Glasgow Cowlairs
	152.1
	55.0

	Glasgow Cowlairs
	152.1
	55.0
	
	Edinburgh Holyrood
	99.7
	42.4

	Linwood
	131.8
	25.3
	
	Glasgow Blairdardie
	86.3
	42.0

	Glasgow West End
	116.9
	40.1
	
	Glasgow West End
	116.9
	40.1

	Glasgow Easterhouse
	111.5
	29.7
	
	Glasgow Calton
	166.1
	40.0

	Greenock North
	104.8
	24.1
	
	Glasgow Milton
	102.1
	39.3

	Glasgow Milton
	102.1
	39.3
	
	Glasgow Maryhill
	83.5
	35.0

	Edinburgh Holyrood
	99.7
	42.4
	
	Dundee North-West
	49.0
	34.9

	Glasgow Parkhead
	94.6
	34.7
	
	Glasgow Parkhead
	94.6
	34.7

	Glasgow Blairdardie
	86.3
	42.0
	
	Rutherglen West
	49.7
	31.7

	Johnstone
	83.8
	24.9
	
	Saltcoats and Arran
	31.3
	30.0

	Glasgow Maryhill
	83.5
	35.0
	
	Glasgow Easterhouse
	111.5
	29.7

	Dundee South-East
	80.7
	27.6
	
	Inverness West
	61.9
	28.9

	Glasgow Nitshill
	79.4
	25.4
	
	Edinburgh East
	57.4
	28.9

	Glasgow Robroyston
	76.7
	25.7
	
	Dundee South-East
	80.7
	27.6

	Glasgow Cardonald
	74.8
	26.2
	
	Glasgow Cardonald
	74.8
	26.2

	Glasgow Partick
	72.5
	17.8
	
	Glasgow Robroyston
	76.7
	25.7

	Clydebank
	71.9
	19.7
	
	Glasgow Nitshill
	79.4
	25.4

	Old Aberdeen
	63.6
	18.2
	
	Linwood
	131.8
	25.3

	Stirling Urban
	61.9
	17.5
	
	Johnstone
	83.8
	24.9

	Paisley Blackhall
	61.9
	16.3
	
	Greenock North
	104.8
	24.1

	Inverness West
	61.9
	28.9
	
	Falkirk Central
	52.8
	23.4

	Glasgow Castlemilk
	61.8
	20.2
	
	Eilean Siar Rural
	44.3
	23.2

	Glasgow Knightswood
	60.6
	20.9
	
	Kirkintilloch North
	27.3
	23.0
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